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Air AMeriCa, Inc., Believed

an Arm of C.I.A. in Asia

By EVERT CLARK
specie to The New Tack Times

WASHINGTON, May 24—
An executive of the world's
shyest airline received an award
today for his company's achiev e

-Iments "under extremely trying
political conditions" in South-

east Asia.
The airline, Air /Merles, Inc.,

Is widely reputed to be an air
arm of the Central Intelligence
Agency in Asia and elsewhere.

It does not advertise and its
primary customers are the Unit.,
ed States armed farces and ahr

Neither the executive, flotegemissions.
A. Doole Jr., nor the A.ero Club
of Washington, whioh gave hint
the award, will confirm that
there is any relationship be-
tween the airline and the C.I.A.
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operation with 600 pilots,000
employes and all that. Now',
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• to a club mnoteworthy aviation achiev e-
ment or act." M. Doole ac-
cepted it with a brief word of
thanks at a luncheon in the
Washington Hotel.A. citation accompanying the horse of an
;award said 

the "extremely sen- wouldn't know about that+,

•salve political conditions" in Nothin g I have hare indicates

' Southeast Asia. made it "essen- anything uke	 1

tial that a nonmilitary air eery- We just d	 he (Mr.1

Ice be used, even under condi- Doole) was our outstanding,

tions of actual warfare." 	
member for the month of-404V I

	

It noted that "a number	
-

Air :America planes have bee I
downed."For some years. planes of At
America and related cornpanie
have had the risky job of supp
ing remote refugee camps and
American outposts in such
places as the Laotian and Viet- s
namese jungles. Newspaper ac-
counts show that planes and
helicopters frequently are shot
down and the creWs killed or

captured.More recently, the company
has also been maintaining and
repairing many of the Anteri

-can fighter planes being used
in Vietnam.	

.
Brig,Xoen. Joseph IttAdarns,

a past preitident of it 
Acre

Club and chairman of its awards
committee, said Air America
has about 8,000 employes, 600
pilots and 16 types of aircraft.
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